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Welcome Blog

Inspired by Marion Foale

At the beginning of the month I showed you a wrap I had
been working on designed by Marion Foale and reported
how unfortunately it was never going to fit in with my
lifestyle.  Well, the stitch pattern inspired me to knit this
cowl to warm my neck in the winter.

When I knit something for myself, I make sure the neckline
is a comfortable and cosy fit, but this rarely happens with
store-bought knits.  (Why not, I wonder?)  This cowl will be
invaluable for those times when what I wear leaves a chill
gathering around the back of my neck.

I used half a skein of Dazzling by The Natural Dye Studio in
their Plum colourway.  It’s 55% Blue-Faced Leicester and
45% silk, very nice to work with, grew a bit on washing and
drying (I won’t say blocking - I don’t ‘block’ as such) which I
had taken into account within the construction.  The
instructions give this as a hand wash only yarn, and I did
hand-wash it on this occasion, but it is likely to be put into
the machine on a hand-wash cycle at some point in the
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future - all my handknits are.

Marion Foale’s lace pattern which I have used here is
simple, reversible and enjoyable to work. I knitted this flat
as I wanted the lace stitch to run horizontally along the
cowl, but it would be better knit in the round and I am sure it
would be easy enough to find a lace pattern that would
facilitate that method of construction.

This was an ultra-quick knit, looks lovely, fulfils a purpose,
and even with the luxury yarn it was quite inexpensive to
make.

How lovely.

Oh, you want to see it in ‘action’?
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